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CHAIRMAN S REPORT

  

Hi everyone and a Happy New Year.   I think I speak for everyone 
when I say that I am fed up with this cold weather and I hope that by 
the time you receive this newsletter the weather may have changed 
a bit for the warmer.    

The carol singing in December was great fun, some of you walked 
around the village singing and others met in the White Beare for a 
sing song in the snug.  The Pear Tree had a very successful day 
with the Judy Woods Walk in-between Christmas and NewYear. This 
is an annual event and seems to get bigger each year.    

I have been asked to hold another Clothes Sale.  It was a huge 
success 3 years ago and raised £700.  This year it is to be on May 
22nd from 11am until 3pm we will be setting up on the 21st May 
from 2pm.  If you or any of your friends have clothing, accessories, 
in fact anything  that is good for resale then will you donate it to 
us.  The money we make is half for the village and the other half for 
Wish House which is dedicated to brightening up the lives of 
terminally ill children by making their wishes come true. Just 
telephone me and I will arrange collection. 01274 602679    

Lastly, there are three horses grazing in the May Fields. They have 
a perfect right to be there.  The stile at the far end by 'Billy Woods' 
has been destroyed,  the barbed wire along the hedge at the side 
where the stile was has been cut, making it so that the horses 
cannot (at the moment) graze in the bottom fields because they 
could get out and very easily stray onto the road  Two other stiles 
have also been destroyed.   

If that isn't enough, some people who live around the edge of the 
May Fields have been dumping rubbish, i.e. garden waste, food 
waste and even disposing of Christmas Wreaths (plastic does not 
break down) This is called Fly Tipping and it is against the law. 
Environmental Health and the Police are aware of what has been 
happening. 



 
I can't believe that people in this village dump their rubbish on 
land that does not belong to them when we have a perfectly good 
refuse collection service and a super tip in Brighouse.     

It seems that whilst we have had snow on the pavements 
some dog owners have allowed their dogs to make an awful 
mess on the pavements. Both sides of the road are a disgrace. If 
you see anyone allowing their dog to mess, please inform the 
dog warden in Halifax.    

It is possible that at the next Residents' Meeting on March 9th we 
may have Rachel Finney from the Public Footpaths department 
to visit us; this is to be confirmed. If you are interested keep your 
eye on the notice board or web site near the time.          

Wendy Ramsden    Chairman.     

GREENS & COMMONS

 

As there have been no objections to the last set of proposals for 
Greens protection, the Greens working Party are putting together 
a planning application to the Planning Inspectorate. 

                                                                    Tony Hillam 

COFFEE AFTERNOON

 

This still flourishes and we are open from 2 p.m. to 3.30 p.m. 
There is always a friendly welcome, and thanks go to all who 
help to serve each week.  

But if you think you could give a small amount of time and go on 
the rota  we should be very grateful.   It is not hard work and it 
means only once every six weeks to help. 

CAROL SINGING

 

in December raised £60 for Bradford Soup 
Run. It was a very cold night and we were glad to return to the 
hall for refreshments, where a very young songster sang a 
school carol to us all .                                          Beattie Horsfall 
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QUIZ NIGHT  

FRIDAY 9th APRIL in the Hall at 7.30 p.m.  

Tickets  £6 incl. Steak Pie & Peas 
from Beattie Horsfall : Tel. 01274  674483  

There will also be a raffle  

=================================  
GOOD AS NEW CLOTHES SALE 

SATURDAY 22nd MAY 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
in the Village Hall  

================================= 
A Trip is in the offing when the weather improves, 
perhaps May. If you are interested in joining an outing, 
call in to the Hall on a Monday or ring me on 674483. 
You don t even have to be a Villager.  

FURTHER DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Details will be announced later 

- 
Silent auction + Cheese & Wine 

FRIDAY 29th OCTOBER 

  

Beetle Drive with Pie & Peas Supper 
FRIDAY 12th NOVEMBER 

- 
The Christmas Fayre  

SATURDAY 4th DECEMBER           
Beattie Horsfall 
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LOCAL HISTORY    by Mary Twentyman 

Ox Heys 

We are told the name of the village was originally North Wood 
Green and it was still referred to by that name at the beginning of 
the 1800 s. Norwood Green is to the south of Judy Woods, the 
largest area  of  woodland  now  left  in  the  area.  So  why  is  it 
described as a cleared area north of the wood, and not south?  

The answer must lie in local tradition which says the whole area 
was  once  covered  by  Brianscholes  Forest.  Today  the  name 
Brianscholes only exists as a place name in the Chelsea Valley at 
Northowram. There must have been much more woodland than we 
see today.   

If you look at Norwood Green on Google Earth or Multimap you 
cannot help but  notice  the  strips  of  woodland  which  all  but 
surround it.  You can see how enclosures over the centuries have 
nibbled  away  at  the  woodland  as  fields  were  cleared.  This is 
particularly noticeable in the area to the north of the village where 
we find the place name of Ox Heys.  Sun Wood and Madam Wood 
are to the left and Jagger Park and Royds Hall Great Wood to the 
right.  Heys means a clearing in the wood, so presumably the place 
name comes from a cattle clearing.  

We have Ox Heys, Middle Ox Heys, and Lower Ox Heys.   

According to James Parker who wrote Rambles from Hipperholme 
to Tong in 1905, Ox Heys once belonged to the Knights of St John 
of Jerusalem.  

Middle Ox Heys was known in the past as Bob Den 

 

perhaps a 
corruption of Dene. In the early 1800 s the house was in multiple 
occupation and mainly by a family called Terry who were farmers. 

In the 1960 s a Mr Reginald Cooper digging in the fields near to 
Middle Ox Heys found a pit filled with thousands of decaying horns.  
There was much speculation in the Telegraph and Argus about 
why they had been buried, but no satisfactory answer was found.  
In my research into the census I have found a butcher living in the 
area and wonder if the horns may be connected with his trade.    
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Lower Ox Heys has an illustrious past . 

Rev. Oliver Heywood lodged there for some time around 1660. He 
was the vicar of Coley who was ejected for his Presbyterian beliefs 
and he later set up Northowram Chapel. and also on a religious 
note Ox Heys was later a Moravian Preaching place in the mid 
1700 s.  

Parker in the early 1900 s tells us that Thomas Mallinson, another  
butcher, lived there. He  was a great lover of  antique furniture and 
Parker recommended his readers to visit the place. He said his 
daughters would be happy to show off  their china and the oak 
bedstead their father had made himself. I think we would get short 
shrift nowadays turning up somewhere unannounced and asking to 
see their china and furniture! I wonder what happened to the 
bedstead? 

The photograph below was given to me by someone from the Shelf 
area.  It was marked up Ox Heys, but the building shown bears no 
resemblance to the row of cottages and barn now at Ox Heys.  
Does anyone recognise where it might be?          

Mary Twentyman   
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ART CIRCLE

  

December was, as usual, our Christmas Party, and although this 
year our numbers were down a little ( because of the weather, the 
flu etc.) everybody who came had a good time.  

We had lovely food, wine, superb entertainment including a 
pantomime, and a raffle, and of course very good company.  

A big thank you to all of you who made it such a success.  

In January we resumed with a demonstration by Bruce Mulcahy on 
the use of Gouache in painting landscapes. Bruce was very 
thorough in showing us all the differences in using Gouache as 
opposed to watercolour; lots of tips were demonstrated and it was 
a very pleasant evening.  

David Newbould visted us once again in February with a 
demonstration, and painted a landscape in mixed media. David is a 
very good artist with a great sense of humour, and we always 
enjoy his visits to our Art Circle.            

Colin Scholey  

KEEP FIT

  

We meet every Monday evening in the hall until the lighter 
evenings arrive. Then of course we go on a walk for an hour or 
sometimes just over, but we do have some friendly laughter and 
banter with each other.  

We would like to see some new people join or just try one Monday.  

We meet at 7.30 p.m. and the evening ends at 8.30 p.m. See you 
then, you never know you may enjoy it !!          

Beattie Horsfall  

Cover photo shows Hannah, Olivier & Daniel enjoying the snow. 
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Photos by Chris Wells 



THE LORRY ON NORWOOD GREEN HILL 

  

It happened on Monday 13th January 2010. This winter has been 
the snowiest, coldest and iciest we have had for a long time. 
A lorry driver from Czechoslovakia was making his way via the 
North Sea crossing, then motorways, to Keighley with a load of 
cast iron radiators. He was following his English Sat Nav. and a 
laptop computer for driving guidance. This took him through our 
village on his way to Keighley!  

Having negotiated Norwood Green Hill on snow and ice, he got 
stuck at the bridge at 3.30 p.m. on the Monday. Neighbours 
checked on him and were unable to communicate because he did 
not speak English but could understand a very few words. They 
called the police. He accepted food, declined bedding and pillows, 
and was reluctant to leave the lorry. The neighbours became 
concerned but it was only on the third day at midday on the 
Wednesday when two Police Officers were walking from Priestley 
Green who came upon this lorry. They were surprised that no 
progress had been made and that part of the village had been cut 
off for ten days.   

It was by chance that a Resident on a walk went over to the cab 
and found a very sick driver who had been ill on the sea crossing 
and now looked in a very poor state, feeling very scared. 
Fortunately this Resident , knowing some German, found he could 
communicate with him a little. The driver was scared he would lose 
his job, felt totally isolated. He had no English and didn t know 
where  he  was. The  Transport  Manager  in  Prague  was  
unco-operative and thought another driver would have to be sent 
over. An ambulance was called but could not get through due to 
the icy road conditions. Then a 4 x 4 with Paramedics was able to 
reach the cab, but rules did not permit them to take him to hospital. 
The Police then agreed to take him to hospital but first he  had to 
be walked up the hill on the arms of the Resident and a Policeman. 
The man was feeling very groggy  by now, due to the carbon 
monoxide poisoning in the cab from a faulty heater system. We 
hear he made a recovery in hospital. He was most grateful to all 
the local people who offered assistance, and shook hands with 
them all. 

10 



Photos by Graham MacWhirter 

As for the lorry, it was rescued on the Thursday by a very large 
breakdown recovery vehicle which was unable to pull the lorry up 
and had to resort to using its winch. It took three hours to get it up 
(backwards) into the village. Some  gritting was done on the 
Thursday just so the lorry could be brought up. 
In the middle of this drama, the gas board arrived to dig up the road 
on the hill due to a noticeable gas leak and this caused more 
manoeuvring problems.  

Several people took  photos to record this alarming incident.                               
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SPONSORSHIP FOR THIS EDITION March 2010

  

  David & Judy Sugden 
  Charles & Judy Brook 

  Keith & Margaret Marshall 
  Adrian & Jane Brook 

  Stephen & Margaret Priestley 
  Brian & Mollie Inman 

  Nick & Judith Crowther 
  Margaret Taylor & Ken Johnson 

  Roger & Jean Dowson 
  Sandra & Bill Bateman   

Sue O Malley 
  Colin & Carole Dent 

  Ian & Margaret Kenyon 
  Nigel & Jane Trenholme 
  Mike & Ruth Crawford 

  Anne & Paul Bunn  

If you wish to sponsor an edition of the Norwood Green News,  
it costs £10 and monies should be sent to  

the Hon. Treasurer: David Sugden, Rookes Royd,  
Village Street, Norwood Green. Halifax HX3 8QG. 

Cheques should be made payable to: 
Norwood Green Village Hall Charitable Trust Fund.  

Adverts  in the Newsletter : £20 per issue subject to space 
                                              This includes the Notice Board 
Adverts  in the Residents Association Village Notice Board    

  £10 for a few weeks 
Contact: Chris Wells   Editor. Tel 01274 601094 

Email: norwoodgreennews@aol.com   

Hall Reservations    
Contact Beattie Horsfall  Tel. 01274 674483  

Chairman of the Residents Association: Wendy Ramsden 
Hon Secretary: Carole Dent 

Village Website: www.norwoodgreen.org  
Most of the Newsletter photos are in colour on the website. 
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