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CHAIRMAN S REPORT SEPTEMBER  2009 

  
This issue of the newsletter holds important information on 
Village Greens and what can be achieved, also, Bower Green 
and a new planning application. Please if you can, take time to 
digest the contents.   

I have been asked by several residents to mention that those of 
you who have property where vegetation is encroaching on to 
public footpaths or pavements will you please trim it back so that 
those of us who walk do not get wet through and scratched. If 
you cannot do it we can ask the Local Authority to do it and they 
would then send you the bill.   

Something else I have been asked to mention is not to park on 
the pavements 

 

it is against the law with a £30 fine for 2 wheels 
and £60 for 4 wheels. It is also very inconsiderate to pedestrians, 
wheelchair users, those pushing prams etc.   

A separate page is enclosed giving developments on the Bower 
Green Site. At the September Residents Meeting which is on the 
8th September Neil Hardaker from Pickles Architects and Roger 
Lee representing Planning issues will be at this meeting to 
answer questions you may have.  
I would like to know residents views on Remembrance Day 
service at the cenotaph. I am always asked why we can t have it 
at 10.45 so that we can remember at 11a.m. the minute s silence 
at the proper time. I mentioned this in the newsletter last 
December and asked for comments but no one telephoned me. 
Now I am asking again, and if I get enough people to respond 
then it will be considered seriously. 
The AGM is on the 13th October at 8 p.m. This meeting is a good 
time to meet other residents and have a drink with us all. It is not 
a long meeting (but then none of our meetings are rarely longer 
than an hour) and is a social event. If you would like to become a 
committee member please complete the form enclosed it is not 
necessary to attend every meeting throughout the year.  
If there is something that you would like to put forward and 
cannot attend the September meeting then please put a note 
through my door or phone me.   
                                                     Wendy Ramsden     Chairman. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

  
This is to inform you that the date for the Annual General Meeting of 
the Norwood Green Residents Association and the Village Hall 
Charitable Trust has been arranged for  

TUESDAY 13th OCTOBER at 8 p.m. in the VILLAGE HALL  

Membership of the Association consists of all persons living within 
the boundaries of Norwood Green.  

The Committee is not fully subscribed at present so perhaps you 
may be able to introduce a friend or neighbour to bring new ideas 
and enthusiasm. 
Nominations should be in writing, duly proposed and seconded and 
must reach myself at least seven days clear before the A.G.M. at  
Coley Mill Cottage, Shutts Lane, Norwood Green. Halifax HX3 8RD.   

This has been a year with lots going on behind the scenes and 
important issues to be resolved which means that your support is 
needed more than ever.  
                Carole Dent     Honorary Secretary  Tel. 01274 602282 

  

          
THE FRIENDLY NERD 
Don t know your blog from a dongle? 
Owen the friendly Nerd is here. 
He could be the answer to the problems 
Some of the things he could help you with: 
Diagnosing your hardware and software problems 
Explaining what s wrong in layman s language 
Recommending a solution 
Building a PC to your specifications 
Installing a new operating system: repairing your old PC 
Explaining how to use emails, blogs, standard software etc.  

Owen lived in Norwood Green until recently and still has ties here. 
He has helped villagers with computer problems before. 

Now he could help you! 
Tel. Anne or Paul  Tel. 01274 605452   or Owen  Tel. 07847 410391 
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WHAT S ON

 
The Monday Coffee Afternoon is still going strong. Many visitors 
call in. We would still appreciate anyone who could give 2 hours 
once every 2 months, just to provide biscuits and milk and serve 
coffees and teas. It is open from 2 p.m. to 3.30 p.m. every Monday. 
Try it first and see what lovely people you will meet.  

Keep Fit. Every Monday 7.30 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. If the weather is still 
fine we will walk until the nights draw in. Meet outside the hall.  

Date for your diary. Friday 2nd October 2009 
An evening with Joe Maiden  Radio Leeds Gardener. 
£5 per ticket includes a glass of wine and nibbles. Also a raffle will 
be held. Limited tickets so book early from Beattie Horsfall 

 

01274 
674483. 
Proceeds will be to a charity to be decided later.   

Quiz Night 

 

Friday 30th October 7.30 p.m.  an  event not worth 
missing. Not only a quiz but a steak pie and pea supper. Please 
bring your own drinks. 
£5 for adults ; children free. Proceeds to the Hall. Again, limited 
tickets to 40 so please book early.  
                                                                            Bea Horsfall  

ART CIRCLE

 

As usual our Summer sketching evenings were blighted by bad 
weather. May s visit to Shibden Hall along with a proposed visit to 
Barbara  Armitage s garden were both rained off.  

In July we visited the Holmfirth Art exhibition which as always was 
very good. (A pity only four of us turned up!). 
Later in July somebody spotted some sunshine and blue sky over 
Barbara Armitage s garden so we packed our sketch books etc. and 
headed off and enjoyed the garden and of course Barbara s 
hospitality.  

We were invited to Mollie and Brian Inman s garden for our August 
meeting and the weather was fine for once. We all had a very 
enjoyable evening. Many thanks to Mollie & Brian for their generous 
hospitality.  
                                                                           Colin Scholey 
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THE TEDDY BEARS PICNIC

  
Well, considering the weather we have experienced this year we 
should count ourselves fortunate for a day that was beautifully warm 
and sunny. A big thank you must go to Mr & Mrs Harrison for the 
use of their paddock, which once again, provided the ideal venue for 
the day. 
Plenty of teddies arrived with owners of all ages, together with some 
interesting picnics, and one of the biggest chocolate cakes I have 
ever seen! 
There were lots of races, a great game of cricket which appeared 
not to have any teams and finally pass the parcel.  

Thanks go to all the usual helpers (you know who you are) and to all 
the villagers who attended, for making the day a very enjoyable and 
fun social event which was just what we were aiming for. 
                                                                                                     

Sue O Malley 

Photos above & front cover by Sue O Malley 
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7 
THE VILLAGE COMMONS & GREENS

 
Proposals for the Preservation of the Village Greens 

The working party has now received a response from Calderdale 
MBC. 
The routine maintenance works are still being carried out and the 
council hopes to finish these by the end of autumn 2009.   Other 
measures have been agreed in principle by the council but further 
action is now of course subject to approval by residents and by the 
necessary authorities. 
As we all know, the state of our greens is frequently under pressure 
from unfortunate encroachment by vehicles and what is sometimes 
technically illegal car parking. The proposals from CMBC and the 
working party are:  

A.  All the existing stone setts to be revealed to delineate clearly 
the edges of the greens. This is classed as routine 
maintenance, due for completion this year.  

B.  A number of no parking signs additional to the present ones 
to be placed on the greens.  

C.  On two sites:   1) Norwood Terrace, and 2) adjoining Windsor 
Villas,  the end of Mayfield, and the bus turning circle:  It is 
proposed to move a line of the stone setts and widen the 
access road, in order to allow for vehicles to pass each other  
without causing damage to the edges of the greens.  

D.  On a small number of vulnerable sites it is proposed to erect 
low-level wooden fencing to prevent illegal parking and traffic 
encroachment.  

Two other items are also under consideration:  

E.  The placing of a memorial bench in memory of one of our 
village residents  

F.  Replacing the destroyed tree on the green by the millennium 
plinth, with a native tree to go on the same green, and 
possibly suitable for use at Christmas time for decorations if 
agreed by everyone.                                 (Continued over )    
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Some of these measures will require a planning application to be 
submitted to the Planning Inspectorate in Bristol, (for which there is 
no cost). Consent is generally needed from the Secretary of State 
for any restricted works on registered common land. Restricted 
works are those which prevent or impede access to or over the 
land, which might include erecting fencing, constructing buildings, 
digging ditches or resurfacing of land with tarmac and similar 
materials.  

The proposals will, therefore, be marked on a large scale 
village map which will be available for inspection at the next 
residents meeting at the village hall on the 8th September, at 
8.00 p.m. All residents are invited to attend and give their 
comments. A copy of the map will also be placed in the notice 
board, and possibly on the website.   

Final comments can be made at the October meeting (13th) after 
which an application will be made to the Inspectorate.   

                        Tony Hillam   Chair   Village Greens working party  

 

NORWOOD GREEN 100 CLUB 
There are still a few numbers available for the 100 Club. The recent lucky 
numbers drawn were:   June       Number 64   Maggie & Phil Heald  
                                     July        Number 22    Chris Wells  
                                     August   Number 57    Graham Taylor  

The draw takes place at the residents meeting on the second Tuesday of 
each month, all are welcome. The aim of the club is a fun way to raise 
funds for the hall and to go towards the ongoing running costs. A monthly 
payment of £5.00 by standing order or an annual payment of £60.00 is all 
that is needed and your unique number is entered into the monthly draw.  

If you are interested please contact one of the following who will be able 
to give you more details or see the website:   www.norwoodgreen.org  

Margaret Taylor      01274 607611   Sue O Malley        01274 604775 
Sue Watson            01274 604778   Linda Webster      01274 602830  

                                                     Margaret Taylor  Committee Member 

http://www.norwoodgreen.org
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Mary Twentyman has very kindly contributed a few more details 
and photos of the village in past years. The photo below shows 
the old Coley Mill known as the Wheel Oile. You can reach the 
remains of it along a footpath that turns off downwards into the 
fields, by Undercliffe on Norwood Green Hill. The story of the 
Mill starts on the next page. 

Photo supplied by Mary Twentyman 



Coley Mill and T Wheel Oile   

by Mary Twentyman of Low Moor Local History Group 
At the bottom of the hill, along an overgrown path and on opposite 
sides of the stream, stand the remains of Coley Mill and the Wheel 
Oile.   

Tenants of the Manor of Brighouse were in the past obliged to have 
their cereals milled at Coley Mill and this is probably why there are 
so many routes leading into Norwood Green from the surrounding 
area. The route to Brighouse went through the village to Rookes 
Hall, then via Lees Lane/ Till Carr Lane to Lightcliffe Old Church, 
Stoney Lane, Smith House Lane, Lightcliffe Road and into 
Brighouse.  Much of Lees Lane remains unsurfaced with sections of 
causey path still in place. The Manorial records of 1629 describe 
that as a Mill Way . The 1819 highway classification calls it a Pack 
and Prime way. (Pack horse route) 

By mid 19th century the mill had been put to other uses and the 
census returns give us a glimpse of what was going on down there. 
Lots of families seem to have lived in the area round the mill and 
there were probably cottages as well as the mill house.  The 
photograph at the top shows the area around 1900 

 

the tree 
growing near the bridge is still there!  

A family called Robertshaw seems to have been living in that area 
since about the 1830 s.  The mill was a machinery repair shop 
c1845.  Benjamin Robertshaw described himself as a mechanic in 
the 1841 census but in 1851 he said he was a corn miller and a 
farmer of 12 acres.  Other members of this extended family were 
card makers and John Robertshaw said he was a miller as late as  
1861.   

If you look in the ruins of the mill you can still see the X shaped 
metal strengtheners visible in the photo of the wheel opposite. 

Card makers made the 'table tennis type bats used to card cotton 
and wool to draw out the strands of fibre prior to spinning. Originally 
this was done by hand but water power was harnessed to 
mechanise the process and Coley Mill was at some time a carding 
mill. It ceased to be occupied around WW1, though the wheel 
remained.    
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The building on the Norwood Green side of the stream, which has 
been used for animals in the not too distant past, was a pub, 
Coley Mill Inn. T Wheel Oile opened about 1830 and that lasted 
just under 100 years. 
Members of the Robertshaw family were beer sellers at the pub.  
They held a licence under the Beer House Act.  These had been 
introduced in 1830 by Arthur Wellesley, The Duke of Wellington, 
when he was Prime Minister.  (That s why so many pubs bear his 
name!) The Beerhouse Act enabled anyone to brew and sell beer, 
ale or cider, whether from a public house or their own homes, 
upon obtaining a moderately priced licence. (More about drinking 
establishments next time)  

It seems to have been a popular place 

 

although a little rowdy at 
times  quite different from the peaceful spot of today.     
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Photo from Mary Twentyman 



SPONSORSHIP of the NORWOOD GREEN NEWS  9/ 09 

  
Mike and Ruth Crawford  
Peter and Gillian Haigh  
Adrian and Jane Brook  
Richard & Angela Barwick 
Roger Dowson 
Sue O'Malley  
Charles and Judy Brook  
Tim and Jennifer Conroy  
Colin and Carole Dent   

Thank you to everyone who sponsors the Newsletter.  
If you wish to sponsor an edition, it costs £10 and monies should 
be sent to the Hon.Treasurer: David Sugden, Rookes Royd,        
                      Village Street, Norwood Green. Halifax HX3 8QG. 
Cheques should be made payable to:  
                      Norwood Green Village Hall Charitable Trust Fund. 

Adverts  in the Newsletter: £20 per issue subject to space. 
Adverts

  

in the Residents Association Village Notice Board:  
                   £10 for a few weeks subject to space. 

Contact: Chris Wells Editor. Tel 01274 601094 
Email: norwoodgreennews@aol.com  

  Advertisement           
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Margaret Taylor and Ken Johnson  
David and Judy Sugden  
Nigel and Jane Trenholme  
Ian and Margaret Kenyon 
Brian and Marlene Holmes  
Jack and Mary Crabtree  
Brian & Mollie Inman 
Andy and Terry Greenwood  
Keith and Margaret Marshall  
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