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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Hello everyone, well, the Cobbett Centre has been given planning
permission, so that will be 2 cottages, 4 maisonettes and 2 flats. I do
not know at this time when work will commence, but need to explain to
everyone in the area that we will not be able to use the car park at the
Cobbett Centre for parking. So that leaves us with a problem, and
must inform folks that parking on the turning circle is not an
option. When large vehicles turn up the village by mistake they have
nowhere to turn around, plus, and this is even more important, we have
been informed that if vehicles continually park on the turning circle we
will lose the village bus service that we fought so hard to achieve.
There was also a planning application for 2 detached houses on Ox
Heys Lane - this application has been withdrawn.
The AGM for the Resident's Association will be October 13th and
we do have a few places for new members. It is a nice meeting, if
you have never been to a Resident's meeting this is the one to
come to and meet new people, we usually have a few nibbles and
drinks at the end of a very short meeting. Come and meet us.
We are looking for ideas to spend £500 in the form of a grant from the
Council. We spent last year's £500 on a seat at the bus stop at the end
of Watford Ave. If you can think of something that would serve the
whole village please drop me a line, or post your ideas in the mailbox
outside the village hall.
Wendy Ramsden
Chairman, Residents' Association.
Front cover photo :
A lovely afternoon at the village picnic, see pages 6-7
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
TUESDAY 13TH OCTOBER 2015
7.30 PM IN THE HALL
The AGMs for both the Norwood Green Residents’
Association and The Norwood Green Village Hall Charitable
Trust will be held from 7.30 pm. All residents are welcome to
attend and drinks and nibbles will be provided afterwards.
Do come along as this is your opportunity to help build our
community and have a say in what happens within the
village and the village hall. If you would like to become more
involved as a member please let us know by Wednesday
30th September, so that we can give more information on
what is involved. We look forward to seeing you.
Wendy Ramsden, Chair, Residents’ Association 01274 602679
Carole Dent, Chair, NGVHCT Management Committee
01274 602282

Autumn Quiz Night
Back again by popular demand!
Friday October 23rd 2015
7.30 pm in the village hall
Only £5 entrance including hot supper.
Prizes!
Yes, it’s time to do your homework and sharpen your pencils
again. All are very welcome, so please do come along to this
informal general knowledge quiz, with your popular hosts,
Richard and John.
Tickets available from Helen Eastwood, 07798 672220
Or email Helen at :
helen.eastwood@e-solutionsltd.com
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Norwood Green Art Circle
The Art Circle, following the summer recess (what summer did I hear someone
say?), restarts its programme of demonstrations on Monday 21 September at
7.30 p.m. with an artist new to our circle, from Keighley - Brian Lancaster – who
will work in pastels.
During recent weeks some of our members have been to the Patchings Art
Festival near Nottingham (a huge arts and craft fair) set in lovely countryside, with
many top artists and suppliers demonstrating. Nearer home, several of our
members went to the Holmfirth Art Exhibition, which is a regular and popular
venue to visit in July.
As I write this article for the Norwood Green News (Saturday 15 August) two more
art shows are coming to a close in Ilkley. The large annual Art Show at the Kings
Hall and Winter Gardens, which features an exhibition of over 300 paintings by
local artists on the gallery of the Winter Gardens, and an extravaganza of leading
brands of art materials for sale on the ground floor area with many professional
artists demonstrating the latest materials and techniques, and ready to advise and
answer all questions.
Further down the road at the Art Shop in Ilkley, Richard Gawthorpe has an
exhibition of his works and is available on site to meet and chat to visitors.
Richard is an artist known to many of the Art Circle members, and his work and
talent has helped raise over the last 20 years some £300,000 for patient care at
Kirkwood Hospice. All our members have been informed of these events and I
hope many will have visited them.
Further dates for your diary are:
Monday 19 October – demonstrator to be arranged.
Monday 16 November – welcome return of Paul Talbot Greaves
Monday 14 December – please note earlier date of Members and their guests
Christmas Party.
I look forward to seeing all our existing members return for our first demo in
September, and can assure all visitors and guests of a warm and friendly
welcome to our group.
Regards to all
Walter Smith
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The Pear Tree 20 Years Ago
Bungee Jump Day
Our village website was recently sent this photo taken in
Norwood Green approx 20 years ago. I’m sure many of
you will know Chris Helme, who sent it in; Chris is a local
retired police officer who has always had a great interest
in our local history.
The photo was taken at The Pear Tree Inn, you can see
the tree itself behind the group, and it was on the day of
the bungee jump- very scary as I remember, no shortage
of people willing to hurl themselves off the crane straight
down towards the car park. Chris remembers the snake
was a Burmese Python named Suzie and was 12 foot
long.
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VILLAGE PICNIC DAY
20th JUNE 2015
What Larks! Despite the threat of weather we had
fun and games. The children enjoyed it too. There
was food and drink, egg and spoon, tug of war,
boules, a sack race, limbo and rounders. The day
was informal and joyful with a real sense of
community and good humour.
Thank you to all those who made the day one to
remember.

7

8

Judy Bridge

In July this year one of the old ash trees by the bridge became
uprooted and fell over onto the bridge, crumbling much of the
stonework and causing quite a bit of damage. Repairs are to be
carried out as soon as possible.
Many thanks go to Chris Wells for sending us her lovely photos, and
to Mary Twentyman for providing the following information.
The ash tree was thought to be around 200 years old. A lot of the
beech trees in the woods are about the same age and several are
now showing signs of age and occasional damage by severe
weather, with many fallen branches. The actual age of the bridge is
unknown but could possibly have been there in 1720 as there is a
reference to a robbery at Horse Close Bridge (AKA Judy Bridge)
when £20 in money and £7 in goods were stolen. The culprits were
caught apparently.
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Domestic History
As a change from a recipe this time some history on domestic
kitchen ranges and cooking methods might be of interest,
especially as many of the older village properties may have
remnants of older fireplaces or kitchen devices in them.
This information is only very general but I would be interested to
know if anyone has any memories or information regarding how
people in Norwood Green cooked their meals. For example does
anyone know of any communal ovens where bread might have
been taken for baking, or if we had water pumps etc? Are there
any original creels left anywhere or fitments which formed part of
kitchen equipment? Did anyone have an original cooking range in
their house? Please do let me know and I will try to put together
some more history of daily lives in the village. Thankyou.
Continued overleaf-
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Continued from previous page…
The first written historical record of an oven being built, refers to an
oven of 1490, in Alsace, France. This oven was made entirely of
brick and tile, including the flue. In 1735 a French architect
invented the Castrol stove (aka stew stove), which completely
contained the fire, and had several openings covered by iron plates
with holes.
Prototypes of what we might call “modern” ovens and stoves were
around in the early 18th century, but not for the majority and not I
would imagine in small rural villages like ours. As with many other
things it was during Victorian times that rapid changes were made
which influenced ways of cooking at home, which became
available for the masses (that’s us lot). Coal came to replace wood
in home fires and, as this burned better in a basket, cast iron
grates were produced which could sit in the fireplaces. The space
around the grate was soon put to good use with stones added at
the sides to use as extra warming shelves and stands.
It was around 1800 that stones began to be replaced by cast iron
devices, and later the odd door and hob were added, thus forming
the basic Victorian range system. Many devices could be tied to
the bars or stand close to the coals, and the ranges became more
and more complex. The ranges became useful for heating, cooking
and in many cases hot water too. Of course there was little control
over coal heating, things cooked in their own time. Drying rails
were added to mantelpieces to dry washing and later of course
came the creel which was worked by a pulley system, raising the
washing to the ceiling where it could continue drying overnight in
the residual heat of the fire. Many of us will remember homemade
rag rugs placed in front of the range fire.
Gas ovens with top burners and interior ovens were found in some
households by the 1920s, and in the late 1920s electric ovens
began to compete with gas ovens. However, for many their
availability was very limited due to the lack of connectivity. I
imagine the small houses in a village like this had coal fires which
could be used for cooking, maybe with a very small range style of
cooker.
Linda Webster , editor

Classes and Meetings in the Village Hall
Monday
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9.30 to 10.30 Pilates
2.00 to 4.00 Coffee afternoon
6.15 to 7.15 Caron’s keep fit- combat/kettlebells
7.30 to 8.30pm gentle keep fit/ except every
third Monday of the month which is Art Circle

Tuesday

10.00 to 11.00 Tai Chi
6.30 to 7.30 Caron’s keep fit - Tabata/HITT
7.30 onwards every second Tuesday of the
month - Residents Association Meeting

Wednesday

9.30 to 11.15 Yoga
11.15 to 12.15 Tai Chi
12.30 to 1.30 Cleaner duties
5.15 to

6.15 Pilates

6.30 to 7.30 Ballet for beginners
7 .30pm to 8.30pm Ballet

Thursday

6.16 to 7.15 Caron’s keep fit . Tabata/HITT
7.30 to 9pm Table Tennis

Friday

————-

NEW CLASS Last Sunday every month: 11.30 to 1.00 pm
Pilates
To enquire about any class please phone hall
reservations and enquiries, number : 07938 975258
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