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The Gala August 2021 
 

Watching the highly popular dog show 
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                 Norwood Green Village Hall 
                      Charitable Trust 

 
Dear Resident , 
 
We, as Trustees of the Village Hall Charitable Trust, are proud to 
have donated £1,500 from Trust funds as our contribution to a 
very enjoyable Village Fete and thank all those responsible for 
making it such a success.   
        Carole Dent,    Chair 
 

NGVHCT 
 

  Reminder 
 

The Trust’s AGM will be held on Tuesday 19th October 
at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall  

 
All residents are warmly invited  

 

Chair Report 

 

Hello to you all and welcome to the 35
th
 Anniversary Newsletter.    

I hope this newsletter finds you well. 

Well, well, well! What a very strange 18 months we have all had. 
Although we are not totally back to normal, we are lot closer than 
we have been in months. 

The first bit of news I wish to pass on is the very first public 
meeting of the CIC. This will take place on Tuesday 12

th
 October 

in the Village Hall at 7:30pm. I do hope you will all support the 
meeting with your attendance. We will try to offer a live stream of 
the meeting. We are looking to installing Wi-Fi in the hall but as 
with everything in life, it is not always straight forward. 

On Sunday 29
th
 August we held our first Village Event since the 

Diamond jubilee of 2012. What a fantastic day and wonderfully 
supported event. Some 10 weeks ago I asked Andy Mear if he 
would investigate staging a Village Fete. I am staggered by the 
quality and size of the event Andy, along with so many wonderful 
Residents, managed to stage. 
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  Classes and Meetings in the Village Hall 
  

Monday          2.00 to 3.30    Coffee afternoon                                                                             

7.30 to 9.30 Third Monday every month  Art Circle 7.30 

to 8.30pm  all other Mondays-gentle keep fit,     1 

October to  31 March only 

Tuesday        Baby yoga  approx. 10.00—12.00  

Wednesday     

9.30 to 11.00          Yoga   with Vivienne  

11.15 to  12.15       Tai Chi 

12.30 to 1.30          Cleaner duties                                                         

5.15 to   6.15          Pilates  with Mark                                      

6.30  to 7.30           Ballet for beginners –adults 

 7.30 to  8.30          Ballet , advanced 

Thursday      7.30 to 9pm        Table Tennis  

Friday                    No Classes 

 

Every third Saturday of the Month                           
Dru Yoga Class, 9:30-11:30am Contact is Leanne de 

Courcy, contact number is 07949 238945         To 
check on the above classes or  for  hall reservations 
and enquiries: 07938 975258            Or make your 

booking on the new village website: 

betterplacetolive@norwoodgreen.org 
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                        A very seasonal recipe 

     BLACKBERRY WHISKY 
 
Ingredients 
4lbs/1.8kgs blackberries 
8oz/225gms sugar 
1 bottle whisky 
 
Method 
Place all ingredients in a large screw top jar 
Shake every day until the sugar is completely dissolved 
Keep in a dark cupboard for about 3 months, until it’s a deep purple 
colour 
Strain and bottle 
Hide it carefully for about a year if possible! 
 
For those who don't like whisky, this is a revelation and is not at all 
harsh. The blackberries can have a second life after bottling, I've 
used them as a topping for cheesecake, which was absolutely 
delicious. A crumble or pie would be equally delightful or maybe just 
eaten with ice cream. 
—————————————————————————————- 
     

Taking a rest at a Village cricket match a few 
years ago 
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I want to pass on my thanks to everyone involved. The efforts from 
all the Volunteers to make the Greens fit for purpose and form a 
brilliantly inventive fete along with all the Stall Holders was 
magnificent, everyone seemed to thoroughly enjoy the day. I am 
certain this will not be last we see of such a Village Event. The fete 
has raised considerable funds to give the CIC a foundation to 
improve the amenities within the Village. Another big thank you to 
the Norwood Green Village Hall Charitable Trust who donated 
£1500 to the CIC fund. The support given to the CIC from the 
NGVHCT committee has been invaluable to the group in moving 
forward to benefit Norwood Green. 

Although the fund raising was fantastic it was just so great to see so   

many Residents’ getting involved and supporting the event. 

Many thanks to all those involved in the staging of the Village Fete 

(Sorry if I have missed anybody or spelt names incorrectly) Andrew 

Parker, Angela Porter, Abbie & Mark Gordziejko, Sonjia & Andy 

Peers, Claire Webb, Kevin & Denise Hobson, Dylan Garrigan, 

Heather Paley-Strange, Sally Clamp, Emma Marshall, Andrew Mear, 

Michael Frazer, Chris Blood, Zoe Jasper, Humairah Hussain, Jane 

Blakeborough, Gabriella Sotgiu, Tony Dack, Ian Woodall, Tim 

Booth, Anna & Greig Godfrey, Christine Ferneyhough, Debbie & 

Roger Rustom, Carole Kirby, Gaynor Brenna, John Harrison,  Kevin 

Ploughman, Hilary Frayne, Ian Kenyon, Beverley Smith, Josh 

Pickles, Geoffrey Ezekiel, Emma Connolly, Jonny and Liz Carroll, 

Mark Salama, Chris Noakes, Benjamin Mear, Catherine Bailey. 

        

                  All the very best,                                     

                                    Jonathan Dent       

                                  Chair – Norwood Green Better Place CIC 

                    

To register for regular updates please add your details at the 
following link http://norwoodgreen.org/register 

For those that do not know we now have a brand-new website up 
and running www.norwoodgreen.org This is the best place to keep 
up to date with Village events and projects. Please use the website 
to sign up for our regular email distribution list, you can also sign up 
to join our working groups here.     
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The Top Green now has its own official working party. 

It now seems the local authority are now back on track with their 

greens work. The CIC intend to work alongside the Council to 

improve areas that would not normally fall under their remit. With the 

help of Residents who currently look after their local green areas we 

are hoping to see further improvements and enhancements in the 

future. 

Road Safety 

We are in the final throes of being able to propose some traffic 

calming methods to Residents. We are awaiting a final sign off from 

the Police to be able to move forward. We are confident the Police 

will back our proposal,.Should they do so The CIC will offer a full 

consultation with Residents. The plan has been fully costed and the 

CIC has the funds to proceed should Residents approve the 

proposal. 

Community CCTV 

The CIC now has a fully costed plan. The plan will also require full 

consultation with Residents. There would not be sufficient funds to 

proceed now so if the planned proposal was met with approval 

funds would have to be raised. 

Please note old e-mail address is now defunct, the new e-mail 
address is betterplacetolive@norwoodgreen.org 

Keeping abreast of Village News and Events 
  
If you wish to bring any matters to our attention, you can do so by 
attending the Village Meetings or e-mailing us at our NEW e-mail 
address betterplacetolive@norwoodgreen.org 

If you wish to be added our new e-mail databased address, please 
supply your information at http://norwoodgreen.org/register You 
can also keep up to date with Village News using Facebook or the 
web. 

Follow us on Facebook. 
ttps://www.facebook.com/Norwood-Green-912298968856842/                          
Follow us on Twitter@betterplacecic 

 Or visit the website at  
     http://www.norwoodgreen.org/ 
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Oh no, its that lot again…. 
Aladdin , Cinderella, Dick Whittington 

 
All these people have been seen around the village over 
the last 5 years, and given everyone  a real hoot. A village 
pantomime was a new venture for the village but fabulous 
fun and really well supported. Proceeds have been 
donated to the Hall funds and amount to over £3000.00. 

 

The finale for Aladdin 
 

…………………………………………. 
 

And finally.. 
 

A big thank you must go to all those people who  
over the last 35 years have delivered the newsletter 
around the village, in all weathers.  Many thanks. 
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Several Sunday lunches have been held in the new hall 
and been very relaxed afternoons  
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              Autumn Quiz Night 

 
         It’s back! 

 
General Knowledge Quiz          
Friday 12 November 2021 

 
7.30 pm in the village hall 

£5 incl hot supper 

 Prizes! 

Its two years since the last quiz and we would like to  

invite everyone to this  popular evening again.  

All are very welcome, so get your drinks organised and 

please do come along to this informal general knowledge 

quiz, with your popular hosts, Richard and John. 

For tickets please contact; 

 Helen Eastwood 07798 672220 Or email Helen at 

helen.eastwood@e-solutionsltd.com  

 
 
 



 

 

          Norwood Green Life 
                      As recorded in the newsletters 

  
As it is 35 years since the first newsletter I decided to browse 
through all the previous issues,  having been editors only since 
December 2012. I would like to pay tribute to Chris Wells, who 
started the newsletter in 1986 and produced it for the next 26 
years. She did a sterling job. 
Having now gone through from the start I am impressed by the 
comprehensive picture Chris has presented of life in the village; 
not just of the last 35 years but further back too, giving an 
absorbing insight into the life and work which have characterised 
Norwood Green. It has been a very settled and distinct community, 
cut off somewhat geographically, so developing a character of its 
own. It was a pleasure to find old friends again, sadly long gone. 
There is also quite a catalogue of photos,  starting from around the 
early 1900s. The newsletter began simply as a record of The 
Residents’ Association meetings which had started in 1974, and 
was previously given out on a single sheet of paper. Chris 
developed the booklet to include a great deal more, gathering a 
wealth of information on village matters, the social life, history and 
memories from residents. I will try in this issue and future ones to 
give a glimpse into this bigger picture. I hope those who have 
moved here recently, as well as long term residents, will find 
something of interest.  
Norwood Green has always had its characters and a thriving social 
environment. The last 35 years has seen a host of various social 
activities: an annual  bonfire, village balls, fairs an annual gala, 
church services and concerts, classes, meetings, committees, 
making piccalilli,  pantomime, celebrating national events, Sunday 
lunches, talks, cheese and wine, table tennis various keep fit 
classes,  painting competitions, the annual golf etc. plus we are 
lucky to still  have two pubs. At one time there were five. Not only 
does this show a rich village life but there are constant examples 
of peoples’ generosity and readiness to be a part of the 
community. The amount of money alone given to a whole string of 
local hospitals and charities throughout various fundraising events 
year after year has been a great credit to the village.  
 Many of the articles, information and photos in this issue are 
taken from past copies or my own records and I trust that any 
living relatives of the residents mentioned are happy to give their 
permission for the  record to be included again in this review.  We 
acknowledge our thanks.  
  

                     Linda and John Webster 
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Norwood Green Residents Association 
 

This was founded in 1974 by Ken Watts, with Beattie Horsfall as 
secretary.  Meetings were held in the URC and sometimes had 60 
residents present.  It has continued to deal with residents’ concerns 
over the years, including the preservation of the greens, development, 
the state of the tracks and road surface, care of footpaths, buses, 
surface road water, crime prevention, etc  and hosted a feast of social 
events such as the gala and bonfire, once annual events. Many 
residents have taken it in turn to serve on the committee over this time. 
Currently we have the new CIC who are bringing fresh ideas to the 
village incorporating new ways of doing things and organising the 
raising of funds for village projects agreed on by residents.  
 

The story of the Charitable Trust 
 

The village hall was previously St. George’s church hall. In 2001 we 
heard it was possibly being put up for sale. At this point it was the only 
public meeting place left in the village, apart from the White Beare and 
the Pear Tree. After protracted discussions with the relevant Church of 
England bodies agreement was eventually reached for the village to 
buy the hall. We owe a great debt to the then NGRA chairman, Martin 
O’Malley, who patiently undertook this difficult and lengthy process on 
behalf of the village. The hall was then enshrined in village ownership 
through the creation of the NG Village Hall Charitable Trust, governed 
by its Deed of Trust, which ensures the hall is kept for the use of all 
residents for social and leisure purposes, in the interest of social 
welfare. The Deed has recently been amended to accommodate the 
separation of the Trust and the NGRA. 
It was a matter of great sadness to all that Martin was not to see the 
renovation and reopening of the hall; he passed away not long after the 
sale had been agreed. Roger Dowson said of Martin   “He was… a 
man with a rare combination of integrity, ability, humour and courtesy”.  

  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
    
        1907     2007 

                      



 
 

The Trust and the Village Hall    
     

The village quickly began to raise the funds necessary to buy and 
renovate the hall which was in a very poor state of repair. 
Fundraising kicked off with a grand gala, opened by the Mayor, a 
casino evening at the Pear Tree and  a village ball at the White 
Beare. Donations were made and a great variety of fundraising 
activities were undertaken by everyone.  By December 2005 
£25,000.00 had been raised.  
Villagers continued to support events and  ideas to raise the 
balance needed to repay the purchase loan and carry out the 
renovations. By September 2007, in just 3 1/2 years,  a total of 
£96,000.00 had been donated and the works were all completed; 
the hall was fully modernized with central heating, a new kitchen 
and toilets, plus store room, new porch and driveway, disabled 
access and toilets. A fantastic credit to everyone. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Mayor Mr. Martin Peel officiated at the reopening ceremony 
which was a great celebration for everyone after all the hard work. 

 
 
Hall usage has been tremendous and several groups have been 
meeting continuously since the reopening, plus there have been 
many functions and parties etc. The committee has continued to 
maintain the fabric and running of the building; the sheer volume of 
footfall resulted in the need to replace the badly worn and uneven 
floor last year. Recently work has been done to ensure  the hall is 
fully Covid compliant and it is good to see so many of the classes 
have now been able to restart.  
An up to date list of classes  can be found at the back of the 
newsletter. 
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Piccalilli making 
 
Many of you will have heard of the mysterious “village  Piccalilli” 
or been fortunate  enough to get your hands on some. It is 
marvelous stuff, quite sweet and with lots of turmeric, good for 
you for all sorts of reasons. Plus you will find hand chopped 
pieces of vegetables and whole pickled onions. “I don’t really like 
piccalilli but I like that” has often been said.  
It is not really mysterious of course but the original recipe was 
once a secret, and it was faithfully made in a large batch every 
autumn by the Village Friends, with the proceeds going to local 
charities. Winnie Oddy and Margaret Harrison showed me how it 
was made and passed on the recipe which was at least 30 years 
old. You may still catch sight of the odd jar, and it may be that we 
make it again in the hall in the future.   

                    Linda 
 
 
The amount raised by The Village Friends at their frequent coffee 
mornings, strawberry teas, flowers days etc between  1991 and 
1994 was  £3100.00, a fantastic sum, which was donated to local 
hospices, hospitals, and to local and national charities.  
 

 

 
 
 

This is Winnie 
at one of the 

galas.  
She is in the 

centre in a light 
coat. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



    

 Some  groups and events over the last 35 years  
 
From the outset the newsletter has  had information on not just 
the NGRA concerns but details of the great number of social 
groups. Some became well established and ran for many years. 
These have included the Good Companions started in 1953, St. 
Georges Guild– becoming The Village Friends, Christian 
Endeavour, Art circle, cricket club, the URC and St George’s, 
various keep fit groups, and many new ones starting after the hall 
had been renovated. For many years there would be an annual 
Spring Flower day, a bonfire and a gala, plus occasionally 
strawberry teas, and many trips to a variety of great places. There 
were competitions and celebrations.  
For many years we have had the annual golf competition, and 
other events arranged at venues outside the village. There have 
been several village balls, and a village flower day on behalf of 
Yorkshire Cancer Research. Many of these events have raised 
funds for charitable concerns. Jars of piccalilli were made for 
many years and proceeds donated to local hospitals or charities.  
Below is an example from the Village Friends, plus a picture of the 
Good Companions from 2006 
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Coley Mill House and the Wheel ‘Oil 

 
Tenants of the Manor of Brighouse were in the past obliged to have  
their cereals milled at Coley Mill and this may be why there are so 
many routes leading into N Green. The route went through the village 
to Rookes Hall, through Till Carr lane and Lightcliffe Road on to 
Brighouse. By mid 19th century the mill had been put to other uses 
and lots of families seem to have lived in the area round the mill. 
A family called Robertshaw lived in the area around 1830, when the 
mill was  a machine repair shop, although Ben Robertshaw described 
himself as a corn miller and farmer. Others were card makers in the 
textile industry. It ceased to be occupied by WW1 though the wheel 
remained. 
The building to the right of the photo, used for animals at some point, 
was the Coley Mill Inn, nicknamed the Wheel ‘Oile. Members of the 
Robertshaw family held the licence to sell beer. The remains of the 
pub still stand but the houses have now been demolished, though 
you can still make out some bits of the ruins 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  The mill in 1900 

 
Thanks to Mary Twentyman for this information 
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